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the Grand Soleil Blue isa return to
basics for the Italian marque. Yet this
33-footer is a sophisticated machine as
Sam Fortescue discovers




heres something of
hutiey repesting
Itselt a5 | make vy
wary o the test sall of
Grand Soled's radical
new Blae on the

e of Lake Condls in ltaly Five

hendred vears carlier. the Veretons
draggeed duecas of boats through
the moureans on tree-trunk mllen
o confront the Duke of Mike o0
the lake. Todax the dupvard bos
driven its X3-foater (9 99m) oo

Forll sear the cssl coast 1o the town
af Maloestne

ging to the shirn

the 20000 high moustains
Given the dificuly of resching the
place even with modern trarspon
solutioss, il is an cyeopener

Bant the journey s undoabedly
worth it beinging me epe o eye
with the first of 3 new concept for
the Rallan vard Whese the well
evublinhod boog creise (1C) aad
2ol from

performance bnes
408 o BN and
de:

om b

ed foe curen

sand. Whae & & day-swler
crested for afernoon Masts and
the odd oversighier It has » ample

interior, bt it s really ol dowt
bursts of inmbore or wilarad saibng
ancte

d by & swim. or 2 pien

lounging in the capacions codigel
“The Geand Sobell Blow wan born

froem the desire 10 redefme
waling oxperence i a
key, wieh an elogant, fast, and
exiremely casy-to-handle yacht
wrys Ceand Soletl product manages
Gigl Servidaml "0 is thesetore the

et 4o 4 new generalion of

who seck the freedom of the

even just for an afternoon.”

Fine design
Lentg-term Grand Seleil
collaborators Nawea Denign

and Manteo Polll are behind the
sharp looks of the new bost. Blse
features pure, clean lines with an

unclunered deck and low conchrool
no mwan feat oo wich » small

boat. Massiso Gino of Nay
dowcribo €
of any Grand Solbell to date thae

most comtemIporary

comveys the “youthiul bady appeal”
expected of the emallest in the
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that is instancly

) secog e
ansd 10 fall o love wieh," he sayy

A 1 3 Ben] bosesprrit defines
orw end of the boat, with 2 broad,
flat V shapad stem of e other. The

purpose heee bec

2 AT A M0

as we gt some sall ap and The boae
heehi ower 2o lay her wide quarter on
the water. “The shape & bawd on the
Bt yous wiank 1o make the dok fun
1= any condituurs - whether apwind
or dowmseind Nghe or stomg,” vy
Polll. who i sesproemible for the o

architectare. “Ith trving to redix
the wetted surface when e boat &
wpright, so making the walerlize o
rarTorm o possible with oserhangs
o stake £ o dry o posaible loe light
wind conditions ar lor dowmand
“When the bowt heels, you have
wind, so you dun cee mach shoul
wetted surface, and vou o allow the
bost 1o be widkr and heve macee power
1o rosdae the force of the wind” ¥'sa
peoven approach 10 design in beger
buats and the culy potential flew St
1 can see Is that Bhe boat rocks a lntle
trasre um ber trocetag L sorne of
her heavier, beamier nesghbors

Pushng spwind imo adout | Shas
and 1 light Ganda dhop, we hit our
0 -degree beel angle and ssay there
posvering shosg of 7B B casy
an etforthess performance, with the
beowt stil] light oo the helm With

0o inclinng Soot-rest, the bedt

hetming posimon |s suting hooked

over Be shalow cosmirg, ooking

shead over youe shoulder and

boddng the whee with oae hand
The sl ples festares 3 Sugm

1 90%gt) fat Bead mam and a

158 jib of 2bmgpn (1NhyR)

e sherting anghe Is neascaably

tight. bt Shere are abo laidesds

foe gomaa shoets of the condiluoms

warrant 3 lany wadsall. For bong
. the Code Zero

2 pood option

remching pas
te undoubtedly
and i keeps the boat speed wp &

S-akis i the Ryt wers that prevail
a1 the start of our sest. Later, with
the 100ugen (1 076egft) gennher

flying from the tip of the bowspra

we i 10 6k1s gybing dossrmin
arvesd 1490 degrees. The handlng
is soll excelbent 35 deep as 160
degrees, with good speed

We fnaly cuf the pennaker

when the wind hies 206

becase the boat = b
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overposeered. bor because there s no
backatay and the spar muder advised
cautson. "It peobably fne up 10
MOk1s” saps Polk. “Ban they 0ol o
oot 1o we the geraaker dbone 2
It that rasses your evebroses,

there are & mainber of soletions.
o, you could opt Sor 3 snaller
et Bead make and dackstay. On
1o preserve the perfornence of
the higger main, though, yeu

coubd always use e tupprarg B 1o

give e masthend sppeet

Aderratively, take € with the
optional mamsheet traveller {this
should really be in e sandand spex
w0 you can ease the traveler righe
doven 10 3 broad reachisg posaon
and keep the sbeet relaimvely tighe
You bose 2 Bit of sall hape. perbaps,
bul it heeps the forestay tght

Whes we decuded 1o nemony the
backstay. for ine as & racer, this was
# big step becaue the backatay s the
most important control you have

e Bout” seys Polli "Bul we aee

not ook

3t racing boats - this

a bowt foe eversbedy Once | tried
2, | thought 8 worked pretty well”
As with all Grand Sedeil boats, the
design uses & docp contrad rudder
rather than twis smaller anes. There
arc arguiments for and agenst both
approaches - manoeuvrabdity
versin wetted serface. ot in the

end £ Comes down 0 & quostion

amovy
" Wk e
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of prefezence. b any canc, the

rudder looks medest cormpaned »

the 2.2 dransghe of the bradb heel

akbough this latter 1 abo svatlble
0 2 shallow | Bm opion. Poll
admits that the bow -draught verwos
sdds 2 linthe weight and marginally

Bign eway & perfornmance

A green yacht?

O of the really mieresting clements
f the Hhae w ity vestarealulity
posential Grand Sobed bas batht

the feest bradl wseng recyclable Ellam
thermoplasta resin, which aliws
The whale structere 1o be heaad o
end of life o seconer the PET foum
glassthre and resin for rewse Jus
b in the mnometive sdastry,

parts are bte

eawy dunamermhly
wsieg soreves of special glues. It
can abo huve 2 8AW dectrx pod
drive from ePropubion, recycdable
sails from One Seils and synihetic
weak decka. Togrther, these features
dash De cartwon foetprint of
budding and wang the bost
“As slors, the wa ks our passion
anad our humse” explsarn Servidat
Wk the (G5 Bue. we waated
o dcinenstrate that desgn
performance and wastamabelity
can ceexist harmoniondy o
creale & carefully consdered
bot o feture grrerations”
Hoswever owners Can also ope
boe
3 Mhp dbesel engine. normal safs

Bot baiht tn vyl exter with

anad teuk decking. | wruggle with
thes an two counts. Faest that there
are owners out there who would

P choose the low wuidainable

v even though it cosms no
And socoed, that Grasd Seledl >
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Is tacitly questioning the Elum
solation by offermg traditional lay
up #s an abemative The St of the
ramce o that, without the clectnc
progubion and the recypcabiity. the
is 0ot & sestainabie vache Dringing
the "Bhae’ mosiber ano guesion

Not uneeasarahly, the vard pleads
commumercl peesseres for this. “We
have o liden o what oer cients
want” cxplains o spokesperson for
the yeed “We have spest o ot of
resources developeng Boae, bat we
trvast also sefl boats” In other words,
the hall i = the chenth court. The
ood aeses s that two have already
choses the wustamalde veruon. whike
the other two are In dscussons still

Elbatn is bry noss & well - tesiod
resin spstem appearieg in Benesess s
Surdast 30 and Oceanis Yacht 60,
o well 3 conple of race bosts, I
It has 2 volnerablity. 1t is to hest,
begienieg W seflen shyghtly from
arousd ™ degrees Cemtigrade. The
ondy pracuical Bminmion this impeses
s that coloered bulb see not posaibie
because they absorb too much heae

Below deck
The interion of the Blue bs shingle.
o yusd expect fue 3 yach designed
tor occasional overnighting [hesen
the cosspasiosw ey, you artive n
2 space that Is open a far = the
fomepenk. Bench seats line the hall
and theres a fold-down carboafibec
tabde buih arownd the staindess-stoel
masd suppoet on the centreline. The
foowpeak i filked with upholwery
and makes o comfonable doubk:
berth. The two side benches cosld
serve as addinional simgles at & pinch
~ delvering the boat oversaght,
for mwtance, or for chddren

There's o shoseer, howds and

buins in & nicely desggaed separaie
compartmeat. And a functional

palley s pesitionad opposite o

B0 NOVEMBER N3 g Yty wet s mabe & s

port offering the option of & hob,
oven, fradge and plenty of viorage
LUinsurprisingly. you can't stand down
hese, but sittieg beadroom & good
throsghoat. Naga wocked hard
achacve o space that leeks bright, with
a corshisation of setursd and mdsrect
ehecric Nght Light colours alse help

Under
As & duy sailer, the Bue is not
destgned for lengthy perfiemasce
under power By and large, the
tocasige i that I the wind's not
blowing then go our another day
That suid, s 6kW pod defve is
wirpentogly efficscnt. The stated
range s 3nm a1 Skis akhough
ths & dearly = et conditions.
Factor in head winds or sem
aned that would drop. You cen
abw wpec 2 socond battery bank
10 double the electr range

As with all dectr detves, the
Fvo 6.0 » debghtully whent and
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prosides powerful toogue ot low
reve. The Richer i that |1 can slee
operate hackwands, udng fhe
propdier o generdle power o
charge the hatteries under sl A2
S of boat spead - which bs easdly
managed i1 even moderate wads

= 1t will grnerate 2A0W of power
Ihere i 4 modest cost i ke

of bast speed, but you would be
wnlikely o notce more than 0 5k1s
of penalty. Solar pascls indad ve the
osachroot provide 2 farther 340W

What'’s it for?
This is a boat thee will reconnect
you with the plesire of sailng
again Respoasve and stable, it
achicves good speads up te | ks
on » Hlat-waner reach - we tapped
out ot 108 on & deep peanaker
course under the wwering chifs of
Lake Garda. The Bt electronics
revvedal o redly woathetly
performance, foo. During the test
we managed aound 35 degrees of
trae wind angle and 2 45 degroes,
we il made Thas, Loeway wan
dightt with that deep keel

An with all Grasd Soled basts,
K was concetved Sor sanimy
Mediterrance waling e relatovely
ot waner The hall dows a good job
of dcflecting the waveles of Lake
Ceardda. bant there's lttle coarmang
1o keep spray ot of the cockpin
otherwise. A smartly doatgned sk
bathing platform fokds owt withou!
distarbing the cashicess of the
oungng area. B Grand Seled’s
Servidat) saps its appeal russ far
wader thas the Med “The yacht can
be adopred with miner techaical
vanatioss, bul its concepoual
omence - 3 true workensler,
emotional design. and fum o the
helin - rematon perfoctly relevam
n Scandnavia, the Netherlands,
or along the Adantic comls”



SAM’S VERDICT

Sa, if you view the Grasd Seled Prox

Blew an 3 vuper well-oquipped Shck Grand Soledl ayvling

daydoat with a performance rg. Good performance upydownwnd
then s dear that a few houn Amibebionns vastemabedity cptam
fun saling to & faveurte Doy of

harbour for lumch is the prossise Conx

she otfers. With 2 basic galley and Fxpenenw bor 2 dov- celer

heads an opton. you can exnend It Ondy reaches Class B ot ses

o a woekerad Sor four or evea 2 No backatay

St crubse ¥ the torecas alhows
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Pach badt losury day sader with 4 mose
commpuct cochpnd s begee ot dock boanggens,
Comverttoral buehd with 3 duwsel engaw and
stoalley sadl area than the GS
Froem L1629
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EAGLE 38
Festuring Andre Hooks Smademsark Casssc overbungs
with modern undervaer dosgn e 2 Gt and
confortable porfiemance. Slocys three, with heads

224 3 wmple paley

From £2340%
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Perforrmance b oo anothey leved hese with o
cartwmfder Ley ap and 2 renye of salag apgradan
The merion s kose Sung boe rons to bers &
fonse plan @ vl galley hond and et tdie
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