REDEMPTION
AT SEA

Returning to the
ocean after loss




Grand Soleil Blue

Known for its racer-cruisers, Grand Solell builds a sleek daysailer
with sustainability driving its brief.

BY SAM FORTESCUE

ot Sor the first time this trip, | find myself won

dering whry the Solk s Grand Soleil have oprad

for a boat sest 00 an imaccessible stretch of fresh
watier hemmed in with 6.000- S0t -high alpine pesls. ¥ is
carly speing. and there Is a dusting of fresh ssow up there.
Diowm un the shores of Lake Garda, where 2 succomion of
trsins, buses, and tasis have deliverod me 1o the ancient
olive lown of Malcesne, the water han 3 glaciad blse tnge
s it and the bite of winter @il

The boat I've travelled across Busope 1o see b an in

novative 3-footer called the Blue and, in 3 departure from
Geeand Sobeil's famoes cruiser-racer lines, it is billed
daysailer. Batll wath bty in s, bere s 3 boat in
the Black Pepper or Lecnsedo Yaches mold with o sitple
bt degant intersor, a sparve gallex. and minimal tamkage
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But 10 characterioe the Blue as “a bt spartan” is to mis
the posst entisely, as Grand Soleil product manager Gigl
Servidatt pownts out before we even step aboard.

“The Geand Soleil Bhae was boen from the desese 10
defne the salling exp oelnac pocary key,
with s clegant, S, and extremely cavy -to-basdle yacht”
be says. "It is the answer 1o a new generation of owners: de
aygn enth lowers of | comfort, and thasw who
seek the freadom of the sea—even just foe an afternoon.”
| meet the yacht as e rocks gently in the marioa =
Fruglia Vela Makesise —a busy ke yvacha cub that was

actually built en land reclaimed from the lake as lo

cal peaple disposed of their scrap. From these hamble
beginaings, the b now hoits some of the workSs top
foiling ssddors lured by the promese of reliable wamds. And
the first thing to note & that the Blue looks very much at
home in this rarified envircoment,
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“That 15 thanks to her rather sharp looks, which come cour-
tesy of long term Grand Solell collabocasors Nauta Design
and naval architect Mameo Polli. e has pure. chean lines
with an wnclunered deck and sheek, low coachrool.

“ conveys that typically youthful, Saby” appeal
cxpected from the smallest in the range—a look that is
Instanaly Mkeahle and easy v recognize and s fall in bove
with” says Massmo Gino of Nauta

A& fooe, 4-inch fined Bowsprr defines one end of the
boat, with a2 broad, flat V-shaped siern at the other. There's
4 generoudy kg codkpit which continues past the twin
hedm stathons 1o a kind of aft deck sunped, and for much
of our teut sail, Matieo Polk lounges beve, trimming the
maissheet traveler. But & can also serve ss what Naute calls
2 "Turther cockpit™ facing aft, by ywasging open the hathing
plattoren that forms the tramsom of the boat.

Initial impeessons are certanly begatling. bet as we
stand at the dock it & clear that the conditions asent
playing ball The waners of Lake Garda are barely troubled
by the Buntest sephye The Samous noetherly Pelér wind
which usually enlivens the mormings is 4 so-show, w0
salinng must wail stead for the southerly Ora to kick in
afier seadday.

h gives us an opportuney 1o take the boat out using

it ehectric powertram: a 6kW dectric pod drive from
ePropalsion. sepplied by an Sk'Wh kehosm battery bank
(extra 8kWh upgrade also avaflable) that has a reported
range of 30 ssies a1 5 knots. 1n poser serms, that's
generalh dered equivalent 102 12+ to 15-hp diesel
cagine, slthough with much betier lonjue af Jow spoods.
1f that deesn't seem much for a 33 doot yache, remember
than she Is buik to be light and fast, dsplacing just 7,716
pounds for an upwind sail ares of 689 square feet.
What's more. Pollfs wnderwaser hull design also plays
to the electric equation. The bulb keel & bulanced cn the
end of a long foll thae gives the boat most of s 7 foot,
3-amch draft (2 5-foot, [1-inch shallow option is alwe
available), while the rudder is o balanced spade Itis
Jevigmod with seep overhangs on the quarter with a nar-
row witerline beam thal reduces wetled serface whes the
boal it heding

And whes you are sailing, you cas ik o switch w get
the pod drive regenerating dectricity and pumping it back.
innto the battery AL 6 knots of boat spoed—which is cxily
managed in even moderae winds—this will gencrate 240
wattx of power: Maxed ot at 10 knots, the pod gemerates
& cood kidowatt. There is & modest cost i terms of bost
speed. bat you wosld be unikely %o notsoe 1. Solar pameds
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inkaid on the coachroof prostde a farther 340 watrs,

The antictipated Ora wind starts 10 Sl in a last after
lunch, rutfling the lake into impeticn e crests. Gusts
hurry round the massive rock bubwarks and funmel
dovwn the valleys that scar the mountaing on efther hand
Things are suddenly booking wp.

We get the main up in a flash and unfurl the jib—our
test boat features no fewer than four dectric Harken
winches, which feels like an excessive haxury to me. As
we fall off to carch the wind, the boat hoels over 1o lay
her wide quarter on the water. And there she holds, at an
segle of arcund 20 degrees, Polli tells me later.

“The shage is based om the fact you want 1o make the
boat fun in sy conditions—whether spwind or down-
wind, light o strong,” says Polli. “It5 trying to reduce the
wened surface when the boat is upright. When she heels,
you have wind, so you doa'l care ssuch about weted
surface, and you can allow the boat to be wider and bave
more power o resist the force of the wisd”

Pushing upwind inso about 15 knots and a Sght Garda
chop, we bt an cany 7 bo K knots with the boat siill hgin
on the helie. There's no inclesay footeest, so the best
helming postacn is sitting hooked over the shallow
conming, looking ahesd over your shoubder and bolding
the whedd with cne hand.

Al 35 degrees, dbe is dose windod cven with the sell-
tacking ib, which makes things easy for solo sailors.
There are also Exirieads for gemoa sheets o the conditions
warrant a barger headsail. For long reaching pasages, the
code 2ero is 3 good option, and it keeps boat speed wp at
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56 knots in the Jight airs that prevall o the start of our
test. Later, with the | 076-square-foot gennaker fiying
froms the tip of the bowspeit, we hit 106 knots jibing
downwind at around 149 degrees, The handhing = sull
exoelient 3 deep as 160 degroes, with good speed

We finally soutf the geamaker when the wind rises
again—not because the boat is beginming 10 feel over
powesed, but because there is no backstay fitted and the
spar maker advised cautson. “W's probably fine up to 30
knors.” says Polll. “But they 10d us not 10 use the gen
naker above 20 knots”

Removany the backstay without imtaling runners is
all about keeping the boat casy to sall shorthanded. B
il you don't ke relying on the aft rake of the spreaders
10 suppoet the mast, there are options. Most obviously,
you could go for a smaller pin-head main with a standard
backsaay. Ox. 1o peeserve the perfoemance of the bigaer
main and that sice open transom, you could use the wp
ping BR o 2 runscr, Pollls favored sokation i (o take the
boat with the optional malssheet traveles, 50 you can ease
the traveler raght dowm 10 & broad reaching posstson and
keep the sheet relatively tight. Yow bose & bit of sail shape,
perhaps, but it supports the mast

Owie of the really intevesting clements of the Blue i il
sestainabdlity potential Grand Soled has built the fst
hull using recyclable Elum thermoplastic resis, which
allows the whele structure 5o be heated o end of ke 1o
recorver the PET foam, fiberglass, and resin for reuse. Just
like in the automsotive mdustry, parts and trim are fitted
for eany disassembly usng screws or special gues. The
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Bowt ce also have recyclable Forte sails fsom One Sails
and synthetic seak decks.

Together with the electric propadsion, these featuses
sash the carbon fostpeint of buliding and using the boat.

“With the GS Bue, we wantod to demonstrale that
design, performance. and sustainability can coexist har
mosiousy to cresie 3 cancfully considered baut foe future
generations” explains Servalad

That's not the full sory, however. because owners cm
abeo opt for 3 bost buill in virgin vinylester with s 20bp
Sesed engine. standard sails, and seak decking | streggle
with this on two commts—first, that there are owners out
there who would actively choose the less sustainable op-
tiom, even though it conts no less. And second, that Geand
Soleil is tacithy g g the Elum solution by affering
traditiomal layep as an alternatrve. The fact of the matter
i that, withost the dectrc propuldon and the recyclabil-
1y this s not a sustainable yacht

Not uneeasonably, the yand pleads commercial pres
suses, and the soed to play 10 the market. In other woeds
the balll 15 in the chent’s court. The good news s that two
hurve already chosen the sastamable veruon (mduding
bl No. 2, which is coming to the US.), while the other
two aee comadering it

As youdd expect In a yache designed for onlly occasional
overnighting. the interior w fairly semple and open to the
forepeak. Bench seats Bne the hull and theres a fodd down
carbon table butk arowend the stainbess steel mast support
o0 the centerline. The k & tlled with upbolitery
and makes a comfortable double V-berth The two side
benches cam also serve s addibonal singles—delivering
the boat overnight, for Inssance. or saling with children.

There's 2 shower, heads, and basin in a nicey designed
separate compartment, while the boat has pressur
toed waner with heating If you want & A basic galley s
positioned opposite 1o poet, offering a siok and optional
fridge, plus plenty of storage. There’s no cooksop or oven,

however, for whippeng sp 2 hot meal The expeciation is
that you'll go home or ashore

Unsurpriengly, #s sstmg hegghe anly down here, but
Nasata worked hard 1o croste o combortable space. “These
s amphe hendroom to comfortably use the dineme, galiey,
bt s ! which can hoot up to four,”
explains Gino. “A key ehement of the imenor design s the
light scheme, which envares that even with lower ceding
hetghts, the yacht feels spacious and welooming for guesss”

The firnsh is impeccably Italan, with 3 contemporary
palienie of natural tones— gralned wood, woven upho!
stery for the seating and for panels fmted 1o the Inssde
of the hall, Otherwise, #'s chean whate for locker fronts,
work sarfaces. and the sable with 2 himt of sporty lami
nate il choeh provading ightweight worage snder the
table and under the foredeck.

It has 10 be said that the Fue has the heart of 3 sun
seeking, warm weather boat, so there is linthe surpeise
that bull No. 2 is heading for Peerso Rico. The hull does
& good job of deflecring the wavelets of Lake Garda, but
there’s litthe coaming to keep spray out of the cockpit
otherwise The smartly designed
aft bathing platform messs there
s litthe in the way of tramsom. And
the deck has sockets foe 2 bimini
rather than poles for a sprayhood.

But the boat can be casily fmed
with better prosection from the
clements So adapt it for northerns
climes - the Grear Lakes or shel
teved waters of Maine. And perboge
it doesan’t matter s muoch, cither. As
a fair weather boat, you just need
10 pick the right ssoment 1o go
sailing. Or s Servidatl puts it swoce
Iyrically: "Ity conceptuad exsence—a
true weekender, emotional design,
and fun # the helm —resaine
perfectly selevant in Scandinavia or
along the Aslantic comts”
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